
v

CONTENTS

PrefAce

Prologue for common sense revisited:  
AmericA’s third revolution

The Crisis Has Arrived ................................................................xvii 
 The Cause of All Mankind .....................................................xvii
 A Pivotal Point for American Democracy .............................. xix
Some Directions from the Pamphlet ........................................... xxi
  Consciousness and Moral Principles Grounded in   

 Common Sense ................................................................. xxi
 The Importance of a Selection of Principal Concepts ............ xxi
 Now for the First Part of Tietjen’s Introduction ................. xxiii
 Moving on to Specialized Knowledge .....................................xxv
Now for the Main Direction Building on the Pamphlet ..............xxvi
 An Interdisciplinary Approach .............................................xxvi
 Dealing with Disruption  .....................................................xxvii
 Building on Learning from the Enlightenment Era ...........xxviii
 Learning from Our Recent Experience  ................................xxix
Being Part of the Timely Trilogy ...............................................xxxi  
 The Roots of This Trilogy .....................................................xxxi  
 The Strategic Approach to the Presentation .......................xxxii
  A Hybrid Self-Publication Route ..................................xxxiii
  At This Stage of the Project .........................................xxxiii
 A Later Stage of the Project .............................................. xxxvii

chAPter 1
Beyond common sense

Stage Setting for the Drama .......................................................... 3
  The Republican Tax Reform Leads to America’s  

       Third Revolution ........................................................... 3
  Common Sense Discarded ................................................... 3
  A Lesson from the Great Recession .................................... 4
  Evolving Cultural Change ................................................... 4
  As Will Be Discussed .......................................................... 6

q



vi

  Understanding Reality in a Rapidly Changing Environment ... 7
 Some Risks Associated with the New Tax Law ........................ 8
  Further Crippling Fiscal Policy .......................................... 9
  Disrupting Home Ownership ............................................ 11
  The Repeal of Mandatory Health Insurance Coverage .....12
Beyond Common Sense is the Uncommon Sense of  
      a Complexity Perspective ................................................... 13
 An Introduction to the Lens of Complexity ............................ 13
 A Historical Perception Using the Lens of Complexity ..........16 

chAPter 2
the PArAdigm used

The Paradigm Background .......................................................... 29
 The Lack of Justice and Equality of Political Rights .............30
 The Lack of an Adequate Organizational Structure ...............31
 Self-Organization in the Late Eighteenth Century .................32
 Application of the Concepts in the Twenty-First Century ...... 33 
Some Key Concepts for the Paradigm .......................................... 35
 The Invisible Hand ................................................................. 35
  The Metaphor ................................................................... 35
  Emergent Phenomenon ..................................................... 36
  Application of Knowledge from the Invisible Hand ...........39
 The Body and Mind of American Democracy .........................41 
 The Body and Mind are Organic ............................................ 42

chAPter 3
A historicAl PersPective

The Concept of America’s Third Revolution ................................ 47
 Reich’s Perspective of Structural Change ............................... 47
 The Reality of Change That Occurred .................................... 48
 A Twenty-First Century Perspective of What Evolved ........... 51  
 The Evolving Structure as a Critical Element in 
  the Process ........................................................................ 54
 Political Evolution of a Societal Structure in America ...........55
Economic Evolution in America’s Societal Structure ...................59
 Skipping into the Twentieth Century ..................................... 61
  The Twentieth Century’s Second-Quarter ........................ 61



vii

  The Twentieth Century’s Third-Quarter .......................... 62
  The Twentieth Century’s Fourth-Quarter ........................63
  Returning to Political Evolution ....................................... 64
Internet and Cultural Evolution ................................................... 65
 Moving on into the Twenty-First Century .............................. 65
 Revitalization Calls for Cultural Evolution ............................. 66

chAPter 4
hArnessing comPlexity in the twenty-first century

Innovation and the Body and Mind of Society.............................. 75
 Essence of a Democratic Society ............................................ 76
 Change in the Body of Society ................................................ 77
  Survival Requires Adaptation ........................................... 77
  Globalization Fostered Divisiveness .................................. 78
  Adaptation May Come in Many Forms ............................. 80 
 Change in the Minds of Society .............................................. 81
  The Plutocracy Outcome ................................................... 81
  A Second Potential Outcome............................................. 86
  A Third Potential Outcome ............................................... 89  
Changes in Process and Power ..................................................... 92
 Adaptation is Critical for Survival .......................................... 92
  Disruptions from Failure to Accept Transitions ...............93
  Building a Better Understanding of Reality .....................94
  The Process Generates Structure ..................................... 95
 A Few Key Issues ................................................................... 97
  Contributions to Production and Reciprocity ....................98
  Institutional Arrangements .............................................100
  Isolation, Frustration, and Sense of Place ......................101
 The Side Trip ........................................................................ 102
The Changing Structure of American Democracy......................102
 The Lens of Complexity and Network Science .....................104
  Diversity as a Choice  ...................................................... 107
  Recirculation as a Vehicle  ..............................................111
 Three Levels of Metting Problems ........................................113
  Niche and Hierarchy  ...................................................... 114
  Coevolution of Individuals and Society ...........................116
 Concluding Thoughts ............................................................ 117



viii

ePilogue for common sense revisited

American Democracy Endangered .............................................127
 The External Nature of Endangerment ...............................128
 The Internal Nature of Endangerment ................................129
 Understanding the System ................................................... 132
 An Opening Thought on Learning ........................................135
Some More Thoughts on Learning .............................................137
 The Innovative Approach Continued ....................................137
  A Personal Story about My Learning  

 in One Boring Course ...................................................... 146
 Making Use of Knowledge, However Acquired .....................146
Responsibility in Learning and Living .......................................150
 Function of Business ............................................................ 151
 Understanding Markets ........................................................ 153
 Finding One’s Sense of Place ...............................................156
Research, Education, and Progress ............................................160

APPendix 1A
divisiveness in AmericA:

the AmericAn democrAcy on the roAd to dystoPiA

 The Current Condition in a Dynamic System .......................169 
 What We Think We Know ....................................................170
 Understanding of Structure Based on Inclusion  
  of Nascent Sciences ......................................................... 175
 Aspirations to Alter the Structure of a 
  Divided Society ............................................................... 180
 What We Should Do ............................................................. 181
 Summary and Conclusion ..................................................... 184

APPendix 1B
the declArAtion And the other invisiBle hAnd

Introduction................................................................................ 191
  America’s Declaration of Independence as a  

 Strategic Decision ........................................................... 191
 Equality as the Essence ........................................................ 192
 Evolution and Organic Systems ............................................193
The Two Contrasting Cases ....................................................... 194



ix

  The Scottish Enlightenment in the Wake  
      of the Glorious Revolution ..........................................194

  David Hume as a Central Figure ....................................194
  Adam Smith is a Special Case .........................................195
 The French Revolution and the End of Enlightenment ........196
Morality and Interaction ............................................................ 197
 The Invisible Hand ............................................................... 197
 The Other Invisible Hand ..................................................... 199
  The Realm of the Other Invisible Hand ..........................199
  The Self as the Generating Network ...............................199
 Moving from the Individual Level to the Societal Level ........201  
 Building Social Capital ......................................................... 201
  The Role of Virtue ........................................................... 201
  Society’s Choice of Culture .............................................202
  Morality as the Critical Element .....................................203
  Destroying Social Capital................................................203
 Interaction for Enhancing Social Capital ............................. 208 
 Ideas and Events .................................................................. 208

APPendix 1c
emPowerment through more effective leArning

 Some Background Information ............................................215

introduCtion

The Relevance of This Essay ...................................................... 217  
 Disenchantment in Many Americans .................................... 217  
 Eligible Voters Who Want to Protect Their Rights ..............217  
 The Way the Brain Works ....................................................218
  The Conventional Wisdom of the Twentieth Century. ....218
  Advancement in the Understanding of the Brain 
        at Work ..................................................................... 218
The Learning Process in Perspective ......................................... 220  
 Learning is a Subset of Thinking  ........................................ 220  
 Thinking is Beyond the Brain .............................................. 220  
 Effective Ways of Learning .................................................. 221  
 An Evolutionary Perspective ................................................222
This Essay is Part of a Larger Project .......................................223



x

BrAin operAtion As A prediCtive proCess

The Proactive Nature of Brains Provides Expectations .............224  
 Statistical Hierarchical Predictive Learning ........................224  
Contextual Effects in Early Processing ...................................... 225  
Human Brains Are Proactive Systems ....................................... 227  
 The Process Needs to Deal with Reality ............................... 228 
Brains Are Complex Adaptive Systems That Self-Organize .......228  
 Self-Organization: A Key Cognitive Process .........................228  
 The Extended and Embodied Mind ...................................... 229  
 Webs of Communicating Individuals .................................... 229  
 Humans Help Construct Their Worlds ................................. 229 

Fostering empoWerment through eFFeCtive leArning

The Thinking Process as a Feedback System ............................230  
 An Action Orientation .......................................................... 230  
 Individual Bias and Unconscious Mechanisms .....................230  
 Biological Endowment and Life Experience Empower Us ...231  
Prediction Process Supports Action and Outcomes ...................232  
 Learning Process Builds Knowledge and Action Potential ...232  
  Cognitive Extension of the Mind Empowers  

 Effective Action ............................................................... 233  
Critical Thinking Skills ......................................................... 235  
Effective Learning Techniques .............................................235

Gaining Increased Empowerment ..............................................236
Main Points and Next Steps ....................................................... 237 

APPendix 1d
AdAPt to chAnge A reAlity: 

restore AmericAn democrAcy’s resilience

introduCtion .............................................................................. 243
evolving By the individuAl

 An Analogy of Mind and Brain ............................................. 247  
 Components and Operations of Mental Activity in  
  Awareness and Change ................................................... 248  
 Process Impacts Structure ...................................................251

evolving oF the Culture

 A Perspective of Culture ....................................................... 252



xi

 Evolution of Patterns in the Culture .................................... 253 
 Co-Evolving of Consciousness and Culture ...........................254
  Human Kinds Link Culture and Consciousness .............255
  Evolving and Modifying Human Kinds ...........................247 
  Diversity of Capability among Individuals ......................257
        Diversity is an Asset .................................................259
        Being right in not enough .........................................259
 Interactions within a Democratic Structure .........................261
  The Complexity of Issues within a 
        Democratic Structure ...............................................261
        Agency within the Democratic System ......................262
        Strategy for Dealing with Limitations of Capability  
              and Diversity of Interests ....................................263

APPendix 1e
the integrity of AmericAn democrAcy undermined 

The Erosion of Norms in the Elected Political Leadership ........269 
 Senate Deliberations for Advice and Consent .......................270
 The Equality of Representation of the Electorate ................271
 Remnants of Norms in the White House ..............................273
 The Boldened Empowerment of the President .....................276
Democracy’s Most Dangerous Branch .......................................277
 Consider the Senate. ............................................................. 277
  Back to the Supreme Court and the Quality  

 of Representation of the Electorate ................................278
 The Leveraged of Power by the President ............................279
 Reciprocity in the System ..................................................... 281
Options for the Survival of American Democracy ......................282
 Perspectives and Analytics for Pursuit of Democracy ..........282
 A Movement for Reform as an Option ..................................284
 Dealing with Rules and Process within the Structure ..........287
  Shifting to the Focus on Structure and the Reality  

 of Concentration of Power...............................................290
 Time Will Tell and Analytics Have a Role to Play ................293




